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Abstract

' The present study deals with the question of inter- and

~

intracultural differences in the perception of family

roles. Adolescents of two highly industrialized but - '
cdlturally very different nations were compared: Japan

and West Gerﬂany: In each culture, éroups of more modern

and more traditional adolescents were selected. The data

are based on questionnaires from N = 156 male and female e
students from Japan and N = 148 male and female students

from We§§ Germany. The results showed significant inter- ;

and intra- cultural differences in the perceived decision-

making power in respect’ to several domains of life and
\

"the preferred role differentiation in the family. No
L

'

cultural differences occurred in the kind of relation

between adolescents and their parents. (a).In spite of

i

considerable similarity in respect .to equal decision making

for mothers and fathers in both cultures, the Japanese ‘as
.

compared to the German fathers exert more influence as

perceived by their children..(b) General attitudes of the
adolescents indicate greatinter—cultural differenceS° Japa— -
nese as compared to German adoleSCents advocate the traditio- °
nal role differentiation more. However, intra-cultural

(modern vs. traditional sub—groupsh and gender effects have

% v

to be taken into adbqﬁnt in each culture. (c) Adolescents in

both cultures report a closer relation to their mothers than

to their fathers ~ The data are discussed- from th@'001nt

.

of view of different cultural values determining the

W
nature of family roles..
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Family Roles As Pefceived
\ By Japanese and German Adolescents‘1 .
: ) ' .
Gisela Trommsdorff

RWTH Aachen ;

) .
) " B} \

One may conceive of family roles (in the conjugal family)

as the dynamics of interrelations between mother; father épd
children, which are determined in part by decision making
influence (who dec%des in gerneral, or in specific déﬁains
of lifeb and sex role preferences. '
However, it remains uncleéar from present studies on %émiLy
¢

role whether decision making and sex rQle preference are inter-
changéable variables, or whethe{lthey represent different
égpects of family roles, which need not be the same in differen%v

N \
cultures. The present study deals with the question whether--as
theories of modernization postqiate—-democ}atic.decisién making
in the family and "moderé" sex role preferences necessafily devélop
by industrialization in a highly diffefgﬁt cultures such as Japan.
‘ For Gé;hahz, recent studies éemonstrate a bonsiderab{e
decrease of traditipnal patriarchal values and an incﬁagifng
tendency towards equaiity ahdlparthqrship between man and woman,
JAncreasing participation of fathers in the socialization of
children, and a rising tendency of mdt@efs to choose a double

»

role by returning to work, at the latest after their children

’
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. » 1
enter school—in short, a general tendency towards interchange~
\ . b
ability of sex roles (&f. Bundesminister, 1976; Beck-Gernsheim,

. .
1980; Nave-Herz, 1981). N o 2}

<

In the J%Eanese traditional culture the traditional éon—
fucian values of group s&lidarity (;ie") and obligation ("giri"),
of loyalty and obedience to autﬂority, and the patriarchal and
paternalistic_k;;ship‘structuré, served as *the moral code and
pattern for social relations inside and outside the family
(cf.'Nakane,u197o; Hsu, 1975). Closely related to the traditiopal

patriarchal' values was the Buddhist and Confucian belief in the
. r'd - F .

Anferiority of women. O

After Japan's surrender, the occupation gave women
‘- ) ' . .
gJuarantees for equality which were in many aspects more progressiv

than in other democratic societies. This could have 'given the

Japanese women the chance tolacquire more equality in the family
domain, to receive higher education and equal opportunities on

the job market, to become economically and socially more inde-

3

pendent and self-reliant.
)

However, recent studies’ demonstrate considerable ipequality

N

of men and women in higher education or Jn the job market, even

more pronounced than in the West (ﬁoreign Press Center, 1977, -

1

‘&rommsddrff, 1982). On the other hand, stud;es.on tﬁe Japanese (

L}

modern ﬁiddle—clé%s\iamily describe the modern Japanese woman
as excertlnqCOnSLderableflnfluence in famlly and culture (Nakane,
1970; Llnhart, 1976; MoggLach 1977 Trommsdorff 1979; Vogel,
1979). She is m®nly resp§n51ble for the socialization of her

chi;hren, to whom she has n especially close relation, and
L
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he4 influencé on budget dectsions should be consirable since

her husband hands over his salary to her.

’

. \
In order compare the family roles in Germany as a Western

and i.. Japan as an Eastern culﬁure‘as an effect of industriali-
zation it hay be ﬁseful to differentiate, beside inter-cultural
c0mpa;isons, between hgre traditional and more modern sdbgroﬁps,
'itn each culfﬁre, assuming that such intra—-cultural variance

~

partly determines the speed and quality of social bhfnge.

N

. ' Method -

-

¢

Sample

In each culture, a group of more "modern" and more '

3 . "n - ~ "
“tradlplonal female students was selected on account of

©
»

educational background..

. Altogether, 156 Japanese students (40 modern and 76 )

traditional females and ‘4o males)- and 148 German students
(58 modern and 49 traditional females, and 41 males) partici-

pated in the study.

l
.

Instruments

The students pansvered the questionnaires in their classes.
The questionnaires had been translated into Japanese and

back-translated by bilingual Japanese. The items of these

!

, . questionnaires tapped: ' N

, - decision making power of parents (ideal and real);

~ sex role preference. : ‘

v
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L Results and Discussion ) ‘

Our data show that in both countfi;; 301nt dec1510n
b
making is preferred rather thaP elther pu*ely mothers' or

fathers' last word in decisions. However, in Japan as compared

to Qermaﬁy,—adolescents‘ préference for .and perception of
equality in decisioq making (ideal and real) of mother and
father is less ﬁio?ounced. Furthermore, the Japanese fa£her is
perceiyed,as being more influential than the mother in most
areas of decisign magind. Even in the assumédly most important
areas of decision making--budget and soci;iization of the

children--the Japanese father has more, and the mother less to

say than’ their German counterparts. _ o

Y

. These results support the assumption fara patriaréhal

wfamily structure in Japan (cf. Koyama, 1962; Johnson, 1976),

and underline its present stability from the point é6f view of

) +
N . e N

adolescents, whlle the the51s of the powerful Japanese mother
(cf. Ndkane, 1970, Mge, 1981) is not supporteﬁ

Attitudes and perceptlons conperning decision;making;bower
ig the family are embédded in general beliefs and attitudes on
gender-role differentiation, as has beeﬁfassumed, by Scénéoni &
Szinovacz (1980). Japanese as comparéd to German males are
more expeéted_to_support the family, thle women shqﬁid rather
stéy at home; Japanese women may ohly worktgffno problems come
up in theif family. These results indicate a strong tendehcx of.

Japanese as compared to German adolescents to adhere to a

patriarchal family structure and traditional sex-roles.

.
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hough Japanese adolescents basically accept the traditional

» patriarchal family structure, with the father as legitimate
. N7
authdrity who is responsible for the support of the family,

1

?
esseqtlal inconsistencies wrthlrespect to the ideal image of

de01sion—mak1ng occur: Equality between husband and wife is

n

moreavalued than dominance of the father. .
Qur data clearly indicate inconsistencies between the

valuei f equality one the one haﬁd and the preference for

S §

A

traditéonal sex ro%%’dlfferentlatlon on the other hand.
5

i
Obviogély, these different indicators of family roles have a

siﬁili r meaning in Germany but a different meaning in Japan.

1d be interesting for future research to study the

ible effects of such "inconsistencies" between "modern"

5 3 '. - N .
.iaditional" attitudes related to family roles: Are thése
Y .

only 1ncons1sten01es frOm ‘the point of view of Western theori-
° 21ng ?Or do such dlscrepan01es teally exist in Japan and affect

s001a1 and value chanbe with respect to the famlly omain?

Some of the inter-cultural differences can be better
: ] . . .

explained by looking at subgroups in each culture. Sex-

specificxintra-eultural coﬁparfsons demonstrate for several’
items that in Japan, male adolescents prefer .the uatriarchal
faﬁily structure and related gender.reies o0 a larger extent
than females. If sex—specific'aifferences in such perceﬁtions
'and attitudes occur at all in éermanz, males éresent themse}ves
even as Qore "modern” ‘than females. é

Socialization- spe01flc, 1ntra -cultural comparisons partly

:
I o
support the’ assumntlon that differences in education may beu

-
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an indicator for different sociali;ation and related'values

. ' A
concerning family power and sex roles. "Modern" females--

-

especially in Germany--prefer. the double role of the working
mother to a larger extent than "traditional" females; they
‘blso prefer equal power and responsibility of husband and.
wife more .than the "traditionai" group. In budjet dec1s10ns,
the "traditional” girls of both countries prefer mothers 's
dominance. & )
These intra-cultural differences elearly indicate the.
¢ 'need to look for theoretlcally relevant subgroups when doing.
cross—cultuval research in order to spec1fy the c0nd1t10ns
. and correlates of the variables under study. Possibly, the
,sex—specific differences in percefved\ahd valued family roles
(more tradltlonal preferences for males) may 1nd1cate that for
Japan, changes in sex roles will be rather slow as long as
/ males adhere to the patriarchal family system. “'
' . “w

Conclusion

Our cross-cultural study gn family roles has shoyn that -

i values, attitudes and behavior related to family roles’

"modern
need not necessarily occur in equallyladvanced but culturally‘
different societies. "Modernization" may affect specific

values but leave unchanged other beliefs and behavior related,

i

' tO'family.roles. Furthermere, our cross—cu}tural study supporfs'
. - the assumption that family role is a theoretical construct which
should be studied with:reSpegi to ips/ﬂgdtiple componen;s: We
have seen that these components may not have the sameé meaning
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- . and function in different cultures. This leads to question
the theoretical and empirical relations between the components’
) . : i
" of family roles in further research. ¢
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‘ U?gmf&Tbk?": Decision-making pdwer (pércentage of respénses)
Culture ‘ . - JAPANl J - .EBQ '
Gender - feunales ) males Egta] females males tot
‘Modern/ - “m t 7 total total m t. total total
Tradip;onal .
: /
1. Budge?
Ideal
mother 2.5 22.4 15.5 7.5 13.5 3.8 20.4 11.9 5.0 9.7
father 7.5 11.8 10.3 20,0 12.8 0.0 2.0 1.0 0.0 o.7
¥ » .
© both | 90.0 65.8 74.1 72.5 73.7196.2 77.¢ 87.1 95.0 89.¢
. Real - '

mother 40.0 37.3 38.3 26.3 35,31 32.7 42.9 37.6 32.5 35.4
fathgr 27.5 21.3 23.5 26.3 24,2 {13, 6.1 9.9 22.5 13.9
both 32.5 41.3 38.3 47.4 40.5[53.8 51.6 52.5. 45.0 50.7

o

2. Vacatioh

ddeal
‘ ~ mother ( 2.5\ .3.9\ 3.4 ‘5.0 3.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
{“f father 7.5 6.6 6.9 12.5 8.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
boﬁh 90.0 89.5 89.7 82.5 87.8 100.0 1m:o 100.0 100.0 100.0
Real . s . . ’ .
mother 17.9  20.3 19.5 7.5 16.3 |18.0 10.2 14.1 10.3 12.8
» father 38.5 23.0 28.3 37.5 30.7 | 22.0 12.2" 17.2 33.3 21.3
both 43.6 56.8 52.2 55.0 52.9 | 60.0 77.6 68.7 56.4 66.0

-3. SOGiﬁli{"
zation ¥

Ideal -
mother. 0.0 1.3 o.9 5.0 1.9 1 o.0 2.1 T.o0 2.5 1.4
father " o.o 7.9 5.2 7.5 5.81 1.9 o.0" 1.0 0.0, 0.7,
both 100.0_. 90.38 94.0 87.5 92.3 {98.1 37.9 98.0 97.5 97.9 £
\ Real s . .

mother [ 2795 47 13 20.9  22.2 21.2 147.2 49.5 4., 3o.0 42.8
father | To.0 26.7 20.9 - 30.6 23.2 9.4 6.1 7.8 15.0 8.7 ¥
62.5 56.6 58.3 47.2 55,6




,“familg roles™” ) -11= , T ' - « .
i ‘ ?able 2 | - |
Attitudes to sex-role differentiation and decision-making power

-

’

Culture " JAPAN ‘ | ' : i FRG
Gender y . females males total females males total
Modern/Traditional: S t total total m t . total total
4
= ’ ”;
Sex-role differentiation’ .
1. Men should support 3.03 3.39 3.27 3.38 3.30 | 1.66* 2,37 2,00  .1.95  1.98
the family : ‘ .
2. Politics is the domain | 2’00 2.25 2,16 2,51 2,25 | 1.28 2,06 1.66 C1.48. 1.61
of man ' .
3. Men and women should be| 1.93 2,37 2,22 2.72 2.34 1.47 1.82 1.64 1,53 1.61

socialized differently

Decision-méking power1

-4. Men should have the 2.78 3.41 ° 3,19 ° 3.51 3.27 1;28‘ 1.80 1.53 1.50 1.52
last .word "

S. Woman should give in 1.67 2,25 2.05 2,82 . 2,25 1.30 1.37 1.33 1.48 1.38

, | R |

Sex=~Role (composite 2.14 "2.68 2.49 3.02 - 2.63 |1.35 1,66 1.50 1.50 1.50

score) 1,2 .

1S—point-~scale: 1 = éisagree completely .:J 5 = agree completely.
2Mean of items 1 to 5. )

v a




Significant t values

: <
Note: t-tests for independent samples, ,
1) Differences between Cultures ]
i . <
total sample females males modern traditional
N e . females females
n ¢ =
ole differentiation
1. Men should support family 9.78™™ 7.76™ 5,93% 5.48 4,80 ™
2, Politics is domain of men 5.47"™ 3.60mx 4, ,85%* 4.20w - .
3. Men and women should be . . xax o » -
socialized differently >-86 1.06 4.48 2.23 2.73
Decision- making power .
4. Men should have last wotd 13,64 10.57"™ 9,02 6.38 ** 7.39 %
\ 5. Women should give in 8.16% 6.11%% 6,38 2.48* 5.37
Sex role (composite score) / 11.92™ 9,43 7.64™ 5.05 ™ 7.13*
'2) Differences within Cultures
FRG Japan . FRG Japan
femalesvs. males females vs. males : females females
. modern vs. traditional modern vs. a;ad
‘ N ' \ . rion
LRole'differentiations .
. Men should support family - ! -3.14" ‘} -
2. Politics is domain of men - -4'.00 " ) -
3. Men and women should be - .
socialized differently 2.30¢ /// 2.07
Decision-making power é?
4. Men should have last word - - -2.51"™ ' -2.66"
5. Women should give in . - -4 .,03% ; - ~3,34™
Sex role (composite score) - ~ =3.28"™ -=2.28 L -3.43%™

** p <.01; *** P <.001.

17
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‘Table 3

';Pm;b' roles" Attitudes to wdrking iy e\S(perceﬁtageli—f responses)
Culture ' JAPAN i FRG
Gender A females males total] females o males total
Modern/Traditional m t ‘total: tokal m t total total
AWho should support
the familyl®
men (yes) 37.5 .47.4  4bo 67.5 So.oll13.0 22.4 'r%.s 7.7 17.5
| both (yes) 62.5 So.o * 54.3 32.5 48,7 |87.0 77.6 .82.5 92.3  g.s
Women should stay homel
yes ' - 2.5 7.2 6.0 12.5 6.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
no 97.5 92.1 B4.0 87.5 9%4.0 Jloo.o loo.o 106.0 loo.o0 loo.o
Women should only work ) ‘
in case of no children _
' ~ya6— lo.o 7.9 8.6 7.5 8.6 |18.9 49.0 3373 - lo.o  33.3
' P no < 90.0 92.1 91.4 92.5 91.4°{81.1 5l.0 66.7 9o0.0 66.7
..if husband and chil- .
dren are taken care of ‘
yes 72.5 69.7 70.7 62.5 .70.7 |26.4 32.7 - 29.4 27.5 29.4
no a 27.5 30.3 29.3  37.5 29.3 }173.6 §7.3 10.6 ‘72.5 .70.6
..evep if problems .. , ‘
come up . . . i
yes : ) 12,5 9.2 lo.3 5.0 lo.3 145.3 4.1 25.5  47.5 i 25.5
, no ' 87.5 9.8  89.7 95.0 89.7 |54.7 95.9 74.5 52.5  74.5




Table 3 contin.

Significant chi? _~ " 4 family rolgs" -14-
N Differences- between Cultures: Jépan vs. FRG ’
‘ ’
yes vs. no . total sample femalas males ) modern traditional
. .o N C females females
.

_men- support . 40.89'® 16.53% 27,50 6.4 6.86 *
both support 43,53 18.56™ 27,504 6,41 8.37™
should stéy home . 9.69% 4,57% - ~ - . - |
no children ’ 16,84 19.07™ - , - 25.36*"
only if taken care of = | - 47.271% 35.39m 8.54% 17.67" 15.10**”
even 1f problems come up 29.96%* 7.63% 16,53 ©9.94™ -

2) Differences within Cultures: .

. FRG Japan FRG ' ‘Japan
J ‘Eemallesvs. males fema- VS.males ¥emales females
v ‘ les modern vs. modern vsJ )
yes vs. no . y ~ traditional traditional
' -—
A 3 ..

. men support - ) "?5,68’ - -
both support - 4.82* - . -
should stay home - - . - P -
no children ' " “6.84" . - . 9.,08™ -
only if taken care of - - , - . -

" even if problems come up 5,45" - _ 20.64 ™ -

. f
* p <.05?/ ** p <.01; *** p <.o01,

~2u




"family roles" ! =15-

Table 4
‘ Relation to Parents ‘ o
: g
’. ,[ ) i ]
: " JAPAN , FRG
.  total t total .t ~
o L]
Reiation to . . '
. mother | . 10.28 ; 9.88
. 1 .t
father : ,11:91 . 11.21
difference v 1.63 8.66" 1.33 6.07%,
*p <.001 . . R

9

’ ”

Sum of 3 items, each Teasured on five-point-scales: 1

1)
*y .

= very good‘...
5 = very bad.

-
(2
r

21




Footnote

. Tportions of this study haveréeE’ﬁreseﬁfég ét the Américan-

¢ Sociological Associaﬁién, San Fraﬁcisco,_Septenbér 1982;
This study would hot have been possible without the generous
help and cooperation of Profe;Sor Koyano and P?ofessor . ,

Ibaraki. Professor Ibaraki translated the Germ§n‘questionnqires

and adapted them for the Japanese sample; he also collected
the data from Tokyo Kasei University. Professor Koyano g

organized the collection of data from Tokyo Meiji Gakuin

E

University. I am grateful to both colleagues who gave
considerable advice in the preparation of the study, to

Dipl. Soz. Ulrike Menard-Holzhauser who was responsible

»

for the data collection of the "traditional” female group

in Germany, and to Wolfgang Woerner for carg%ully reading

e .
.

the'manuscript. Réquests for reprints should be'-sent to,
the author's address: Professor Dr. G. Trommsdorff,

Institut fir Erziehungswﬁssgnschaft, RWTH Aachen, Eilf~-

’

sthornsteinstraBe 7, D - 5100 Aachen, West Germany. _ 4
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